oregon arts and culture political action committee

2010 Questionnaire
Multnomah County Supplemental Primary

Please fill in your information and answer the five questions below. Return via
email at oregonartpac@yahoo.com

Responses are due no later than March 21, 2010

Candidate: Karol Collymore
Contest: Multnomah County Commissioner, District Two

Date of Submittal: March 21, 2010

1. What steps will you take to help significantly increase private sector
funding for local arts organizations so that the community’s arts
organizations can present more high quality arts programs for all
citizens? | will clearly represent publically the importance for the
funding of the arts locally. At all levels, the impact of art can be
seen in public buildings, on the roads, in schools and on TV and
radio. It's important for the private sector to internalize and
appreciate that the support they give makes it easier for the
community to enjoy and participate in the arts. Any way that | can
help ArtPAC, I'd be happy to.

2. As you know, there is a movement afoot to create a new dedicated
annual stream of public funding for the arts that will likely be
established through a voter-approved tax measure. Can you commit to
supporting this effort and if so, in what way? | do know thereis a
movement for a tax measure for the arts. 1 would publically
endorse an effort to increase the public funding for the arts.
Again, it’s vital to our community’s interest to protect the arts in
Oregon and I'd like to be supportive.

3. Each year, you may have the opportunity to vote to approve an arts
funding budget for the region. Will you commit to maintaining or
increasing this funding level? Yes, | will commit to protect arts
funding in the county budget.
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4. To increase regional funding for the arts through a ballot measure,
there are several approaches that can be undertaken — a partnership
with the Metro Council, a ballot measure proposed in all three counties
in their entirety or the establishment of a new Metropolitan Arts District
with the authority to tax the region, voted on county by county. Which
of these approaches do you support and why? | think county by
county might be the best strategy. If there is reliance on counties
who may not have the same interest, there is risk in endangering
the entire process. That said, if there is strong evidence that a
metro-wide ballot measure would work (backed by polling) |
would support that as well.

5. In addition to seeking more funding for arts and cultural endeavors,
what other public policies would you pursue to strengthen the creative
capacity of Portland and the region? Please include your thoughts
about how you and your board, council or commission could enhance
the delivery of and support for arts education in the region's schools. |
think that the best thing the County Commission can do within our
capacity isto protect our current levels of funding towardsthe artsand
increaseit when we can afford it. Thismoney that we give enables so
many artists around the city to receive grantsto continue their work.
I’ve liked reading the thank you notes and announcements of projects
knowing that the County in some way contributed to their work. The
next thing we can promoteisart programsand activitiesin our Sun
Schoolslocations. We have an opportunity to sharethiswith children
throughout our schools.



